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showcase

The purpose of scientific posters is to present work 

to an audience who is walking through a hallway or 

exhibit

So what then makes for an effective poster? 

http://www.writing.engr.psu.edu/samples/showcase.jpg


Walk when you talk

An  idea can change 
your poster



 The goal of a scientific poster is to give the 

viewer an encapsulation of your work, as 

effectively as possible, in the shortest amount of 

space and time.

The aim of the poster

Know your story well….



Structure of a poster

• Title, authors, author affiliation

• A title is relevant; an apt and concise title stimulates 

people’s interest

• Introduction/Background

• Methods

• Results

• Discussion/Conclusion/Summary

• References

• Acknowledgement

• Correspondence to



Structure of a poster

• Title-Attracts-only then audience reads next

• Background-crisp

• Methods-Flow diagram, clear, pic

• Results-only few related to title and leading to..

• Discussion/Conclusion/Summary

• References

• Acknowledgement             small font-few interested

• Contact

One 
message

                 Highlight at     
 Eye level



Title of an effective poster should 

quickly orient the audience

Catchy

Short

Relevant

Compelling….







Layout

• Break symmetry and order. 

• A well aligned poster is boring to the eye, and 

does not catch attention from a far. 

Innovate !!!!



Om Power point

• Open one slide

• Go to page setup, increase size to required size

• Now this is your full poster, enlarge relevant 

parts and design it.

• When completed, save as image as well as pdf, 

take to printer and print preferably on photo print 

paper.















Text tips:

• The text should be large enough to be read easily 
from at least 6 feet away. 

• -Left align text

• - Double space

• - Pick one font and stick to it

• - Avoid italics. 

• If possible, the sections should rely on images: 
photographs, drawings, and graphs. 

Detextify !!!!



Recommended font size:

•T Title: 96 pt

•A Authors: 72 pt

•A Affiliations: 36-48 pt

•S Section headings: 36 pt

• T Text: 24 pt

• A Acknowledgements: 16 pt



Fonts

• Stick to a simple font family. 

• Arial

• Comic Sans
• Calibri

• Times New Roman

• Avoid CAPITALS     Capitals



The poster should quickly orient the audience 

to the subject and purpose. 

whether the audience recognizes the subject and 

purpose within 20 seconds of seeing the poster.

 
Usually, a poster accomplishes this goal with 

-a well-crafted title and 

-with supporting images 

-Also, make sure that the type is large enough to 

be read and 





Colours

• Stick to a rather little numbers of colours, but 

well chosen. 

• Contrast-easy on eyes

• Have well separated areas of your posters (like 

the background and the text blocks)

• Avoid fluorescent colours







Choosing a poster background:



Simplify graphs.

• Whenever possible, combine graphs to share 

axis titles, labels, or legends. 

• Don’t ask the reader to read anything twice.

• Avoid “Chart Junk,” anything that does not help 

tell your story: 

• use fewer labels and make the remaining ones 

larger.







Avoid

Material for printing-flex, vinyl etc







Poster Checklist

• Size: stick to guidelines

• Title: Easy to read, relevant and informative. 

• Written information: concise, relevant

• Is there a theme that links all the information 

together?

• Consider how the viewer would proceed through 

the information - is there a logical sequence? 



Poster Checklist

• Pleasing to the eye. 

• Text and figures/photos sensibly and attractively 

incorporated. 

• Reference citations are included in the text. 

• All photographs, graphs or diagrams are 

referenced. 

• Provide an explicit take-home message. 



Remember that simpler posters are 

always more attractive and easier to 

read.

Thanks
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